NADIR'S  CAMPAIGNS,   1734-6	Si
retentive memories. Both were intensely ambitious and adventurous
and were possessed of real military genius ; lastly, both were merciless
to evil-doers. The parallel between these two remarkable men must not,
however, be drawn too far, because, although there were such striking simi-
larities, there were also important points of difference. Timur exerted
himself to encourage trade and industry, and sought, by means of his
conquests, to open up new trade routes, while Nadir, on the other hand,
paid but little attention to commerce and had no thought for the economic
welfare of his subjects. Secondly, Timur strove to farther the spread of
Islam, but Nadir took no such action ; if he had any religion at all, he
subordinated it to his political aims.
Nadir, on reaching Isfahan, was accorded a great reception ; Geekie,
the East India Company's representative there, reported that " the streets
were covered at his Entry in the same Manner as for the King and the
Illuminations and Fire Works on this Occasion lasted for some days."1
During Nadir's stay in the capital the Qadi 'Abdu'l-Karim Efendi
arrived from Constantinople bearing a letter for him from the Sultan
which stated that 'Abdullah Pasha Koprtilii, the Sar'askar or Generalis-
simo, had been empowered to conclude peace with Persia. Despite the-
ambassador's assurances that the Sultan's intentions were peaceful, Nadir'
was convinced that he was really hostile and was merely seeking to gain
time.3 He nevertheless treated 'Abdu'l-Karim courteously, and sent him.
back to Turkey with a message to 'Abdullah Pasha to the effect that all
would be well if the Porte returned the occupied Persian territory ; if"
it did not do so, war would recommence. His belief was, as it turned
out, well-founded, for the Turkish 'ulama, on being consulted by the-
Grand Vizier, recommended that the war with Persia should be continued
with the greatest vigour and that none of the conquered territory should
be handed back to Persia until the Russians had been obliged to give up-
their conquests.
Almost immediately after Nadir had given the Turkish envoy his.
conge,  a Russian  mission  under Prince  Sergei Dimitrievich Golitzin
arrived at Isfahan3 ;   Golitzin was an experienced diplomat, having*
1 Gombroon Diary, isth /26th June, 1734 (quoting from a letter from Geekie}.
•	T.N., p. 142.   It will be noticed that the Porte did not speak of ratifying the treaty concluded.
between Nadir and Ahmad Pasha, but of concluding a new treaty.
*	Dr. Schnese, the surgeon accompanying the mission, wrote an account of the journey to Isfahan.
which was later published at the end of Dr. Lerch's Nachricht von der ZweiUn Reise nock
Persian von 1745 bis 1747, in Etching's Mogazin fur die neue Historic wnd GeogtopMe,
Vol. X, pp. 461 and 462.   See also the T.N., p. 154 (Mirza MaMi always referred to ranee *
Golitzin as " Kannas," this being, presumably, his rendering of the Russian word Knyoz—
prince; ci, ibn Khurdadbih's use of the word qinnox to denote the king of the Slavs, on,
p. 17 of Vol. VI of the BiUiofheco, geogropkorum arobicorum).   Golitzin himself wrote an.
account of his journey and of his experiences when at Nadir's court and when accompanying •
him on Ms campaigns.   The manuscript of this record, which should make most interesting;
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